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Modern Mountain Banjo

In this pdf book you will find the transcripts of 35 original compositions for banjo that | made between 2001 and 2021.
Most of these have been released on my solo albums and have been recorded on video. These can be found on YouTube,
Facebook and my personal website www.matthieubrandt.com .

There is a wide range of techniques, tunings and melodic/harmonic principles that | use. From clawhammer/frailing/overhand
(or however you wish to call it) to finger styles, Pete Seeger-style, up-picking, index-lead, thumb-lead, brushing, percussive
techniques, etc.

| have picked up most of these styles from old-time players and a few came to the surface all by themselves.

Banjo players that I've been influenced by are Arnie Naiman, Chris Coole, Clifton Hicks, Adam Hurt, Theo Lissenberg, Pete
Seeger, Mike Seeger, Mike Iverson, David Eugene Edwards, Lukas Pool, Walt Koken, Dock Boggs, Roscoe Holcomb, Derroll
Adams and Dwight Diller.

In general the level of these pieces can be called medium to very advanced. Since | started out as an acoustic blues guitar player
and have over 38 years of playing experience, there are a wide number of techniques and concepts that stem from playing the
six string. Because of this you can not call my playing 'old-time'. | love listening to old-time players, study them and play their
versions of traditionals. But | do not see myself as a carrier of whatever torch.

My pieces are often harmonically a bit more complex than you would find in old-time. Most old-time players will also often
stick to a handful or less right hand techniques. | enjoy branching out and last time | counted - a number of years back - | came
to 17 different right hand techniques. Mike Seeger's courses have been an inspiration in that sense.

I'm not saying 'more is better', but since the banjo is a drum with strings, rhythm is the most important ingredient and | like to
have a wide range of options.

All transcriptions have been made with Guitar Pro 7. I've done my best to transcribe as accurate as possible, but a lot of the
percussive right hand techniques can really only be picked up by watching the videos.

The tabs are best used to find all the correct strings / frets.

If you wish to receive the Guitar Pro files, gimme a holler. I'll send them out to you free of charge.

| hope you enjoy my music and that this book is helpful.

Thanks to Glen Morgan for doing some of the transcribing.

Matthieu Brandt
June 6, 2021.

© 2021 Matthieu Brandt - All Rights Reserved
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Music by Matthieu Brandt
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Buckdancer's Choice

Music by Matthieu Brandt
Transcribed by Glen Morgan
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Buckeye John

Music by Matthieu Brandt

LEA

Capo fret 3, partial capo. fret 5 on string 5
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Music by Matthieu Brandt
Transcribed by Glen Morgan
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Cross Eyed and Buck Toothed

Music by Matthieu Brandt
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Music by Matthieu Brandt

Days Of Wrath

Acoustic Bass
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Mountain Stroll

68

DC

let ring---=-=--=------1

e}

e
7L | | \
U
let ring---4  let ring--------------4
2 (2} 270 (D)
0 30— (0
R~ T ==
] — r |
/
o {
] Ay
let ving---4  letring---------------1
2 (?) 270 (D)
0 3— 00—

\

(

/5

——10-2

78;272%{——0—0
=
T

r
f
‘\
let ring====================--mmmmm--—4
5—(7
6

\
|

.

/
[
1
\

S
\
|
/I

letVl"’lg"————————————————————________|

Copyright €2016 Matthieu Brandt

All Rights Reserved - International Copyright Secured

2

0—0—3—

o N
TS~ T ~o %r o
A Wc TS~ T ~NO
~ m o ﬁ Wo N
o fmJ R & NAEE A m L o St o
S 1y -
oo = el e (0 =TT
ADn@@ F !mw el § 3 % - Wa HO DOND —S R~ OC
m w % NTW o M e} o~
°0® e < e e
N SI0 BN N ERSap N O ERSap N NE°




10

ﬁ coo OODiv
» S niv
| | 7 ™
™
[S)
Q |
i | o
7 |
7 LLL
L AL QNS
\J AR
o
o
™
I o |l
© \ﬁz N
> & 7 o
o
coo
» coo ‘
o
o
™
™
o
~ (]
(. -
ol
b coo
]
o 1 *®
o —
PUN
N~  NO T ;/mu.\m\
(2 (1
o o
P &r.AB N &\AB
\

13

/)

let ring-----====------4

)

i

2
9

(
{
{
{
\

(ole]

DO

1 Y

12
v

0—0—-3—

OONC

DC

(ele]

=<

=~

7

18

\
|

|
(4

17

let ring---------------4

let ring---+

letring---4  let ring=-=-=-====================------4

let ring---+

2—0

)
{
)

(
i
(

2

2/5

69



=~
=
Tq

20

| 4

7 A 19ﬁ\ﬁ
7

let ring---------------4

let ring---+

letring---4  letring---=--===========---------~——~--—

let ring---+

2—0

).
4
)

(
i
(

2

0

P

21

7 /A

let ring =-==---=---=---1

3

\
{

(
N

i

i

[elele)

DANC

DO

Y

12
v

/9I23’|

2
po4
!

0—0—3—

DO

i

S

)

let ring---------4

let ring---A

OO

let ring
~~
27
0
2
0

™~
-

29 h§

[) )
Ol 77

x

let ring-

let ring--1 let ring-------4

I—X—X—5—X
0—X—X—0—~0
5—X—X—7—X

[splenile]

[olele]

3/5

70



).
)
)

(i
(i
(

30— (0

let ring ---=-==-==-=---
2—0

let ring~--=----=------A
2—0

let ring--------------A

).
)

)

(

2

2
let ring---4

let ring---A

R

)

3

|

33

)

2

0—+43

0—2—
0

\
7

/
\

(1

-
[~

letring______________——————————______'
let ring ====================—=—=mmo—{

let ring---A
o

let ring---A

| 4

let ring---A

let ring---+

34

v
v

o)
(e
RS

o)

I
oC b
o
DO 7
111
mC niu oo
oo
- 7
nﬂnv o
o nxiu
niv
[olele]
L
(=I=) i
v |
. L
N
[splenTep]
oC
N
o
AL
[=]2)
Qiu C
[a0]
7 OMOMm
o
7 [e]e]e)
o
Yo
b o
& A~
(=2
L
— BTN PN A :ﬁ
= S
N
DNO°  H<«m = <
\ ( \

4l

4/5




42

0

<L

5/5

72



Portrait Of Dorian Gray
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Raise The Dust
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The Devil's Prelude
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Trip To The Creek

Mix of Pete Seeger Up Picking and Frailing
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Music by Matthieu Brandt
Transcribed by Glen Morgan

(Actual tuning 1s g# EBEE)

When Words Run Dry
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